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Meaning: One should help others even by sacrificing money or life. The merit gained

by helping others cannot be achieved even by performing a hundred yagnas

(sacrifices).
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Meaning: For one who always bows down, For one who is always respectful, and

constantly serves elders, Life, knowledge, fame, and strength — these four always

increase.
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¥. Introduction: The lesson ‘Raghoh Shauryam’ (Raghu’s Valor) is from the third canto of the
epic poem ‘Raghuvamsha Mahakavyam’. The great poet Kalidasa composed this epic. King
Dilipa crowned his son Raghu as prince. Dilipa had completed 99 Ashwamedha Yagas and began
the hundredth. In that context, a sacrificial horse was let loose, and Indra secretly abducted it.
This lesson’s essence is Raghu, the protector of the Yaga, fighting with Indra and finally receiving

a boon from Indra himself.

The Hundred Ashwamedha Yaga: King Dilipa was ruling the people well with the help of

prince Raghu. That king began the hundredth Ashwamedha Yaga. Indra abducted the sacrificial
horse released by Dilipa. Raghu and the soldiers were astonished when the horse disappeared as

it was.

Indra’s Theft: Raghu was born with the grace of ‘Nandini Dhenuvu’ (cow). Nandini the mother
cow appeared to help him. Raghu wiped his eyes with the cow’s urine. Immediately, things invisible
to others also became visible to Raghu. He saw the sacrificial horse heading towards the east.
The one dragging it had a thousand eyes. His chariot had green horses. From these, Raghu

identified him as Indra.

Raghu’s Roar: Raghu roared, “Oh Devendra! You are the foremost among those who enjoy
the fruits of Yajnas. How can you, then, cause an obstruction to the act of Yajna? oo fRAurar
$U Taod | You, being a knower of the Vedas, should not do such things. Hand over the
sacrificial horse to me.” Then Indra said, “What you said is true! | have the title ‘Shatakratuvu’
(one who has performed a hundred sacrifices). If your father completes a hundred Yagas, | will

lose my title and along with it, my fame. Therefore, give up hope on the horse.”

Declaration of War: Raghu, with a smile, asked Indra to prepare for war. His valor was equal
to that of Kumara Swamy. In physical stature, he resembled Shiva. 99: yoyu fasfaauR:|

The arrow shot by Raghu struck Indra’s chest. That was a great insult to Indra, who rules Swarga.

Raghu shot another arrow and broke Indra’s banner. Indra was enraged. The arrow shot by Indra

pierced Raghu’s chest.

Raghu’s Valor: The arrows shot by Raghu spread into the sky, and the arrows shot by Indra
spread onto the earth. A fierce battle ensued. Finally, Indra launched the Vajrayudha (thunderbolt).
Raghu, though struck by its impact, immediately rose again in the next moment. Indra was
pleased to see Raghu’s valor, who did not even care about the Vajrayudha. He asked Raghu to
ask for another boon instead of the sacrificial horse. Raghu asked for the boon that his father
should receive the complete fruit of the Yaga. BN Bl JGc¥ Dilipa, hearing this

through a messenger, greatly appreciated prince Raghu. Even though he achieved victory in this

way, Raghu was not completely happy as he did not get the sacrificial horse.
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¥. Introduction: The lesson ‘Pratishruti’ is taken from the poetry collection ‘Vasantatilaka’. It

was written by Dr. Divi Narasimha Dikshitulu. The word ‘Pratishruti’ means ‘pledge’ or ‘vow’. The
essence of this lesson is a message in the form of a pledge, conveying the teachings of Swami

Vivekananda to the youth.

Let’s all unite: Let’s all move forward together to foster peace and ignite progress in the vast
India, to elevate noble thoughts to greatness, to enhance patriotism, and to cultivate devotion

towards our own Dharma.

Let’s lead society forward: Let's guide everyone on the path of wisdom. Let's abandon

useless entertainments. Let’s focus on our goals. Let’s speak only the truth. Let’s conduct ourselves
with noble thoughts. Let’s desire the well-being of society. Let's walk on the righteous path. Let’s

possess a firm mind and good character.

Let’s roar like lions: Let’s be strong with ‘nerves of iron and muscles of steel’. Let’s roar like
the ocean. Let’s roar like lions. Let’s savor the beauty of a life of labor. Let's work diligently and

write our own destiny.

Let’s make sacrifices: Let's drive away the desire for wealth. Let’s bid farewell to the craving

for fame. Let’s suppress the thirst for power. Let’s achieve difficult tasks with ‘excellent conduct’.
Let’'s abandon weaknesses. Let’s become efficient and excel. Let’s uphold righteousness in joys
and sorrows. Let’'s become those who desire the well-being of all beings, movable and immovable.
TRTERTON ’?ﬂﬂi DMI: Let's be as firm as Mount Meru, as intelligent as Brihaspati, and move
forward without succumbing to obstacles. Let’s abandon distinctions of ‘you’ and ‘I’ and proclaim

universal equality. Let’'s show obedience to elders.

Let’s shine like victors: Let’s act with valor like Hanuman, who effortlessly crossed mountains,

and Agastya, who swallowed the ocean. Let’'s remember our goal in dreams, sleep, and
wakefulness. Let’s achieve success through good effort. ﬂgﬂ'ﬁﬂ % S ﬁ@"‘[ | Let's
abandon selfishness and create new things. Let’s always shine like victors. ﬁﬁqeﬁ‘*ﬁ dg™

WeId¥ | Let’s all move forward together and walk on the path of wisdom.
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¥. Introduction: The lesson ‘Agnathasya vaso na deyaha ’ is taken from ‘Mitralbham’ in the
Hitopadesha. lts author is ‘Narayana Panditu’. The essence of this lesson is the story of an old
vulture named ‘Jaradgava’ who lost its life by giving shelter to those whose caste and character

were unknown.

The Vulture as Guardian of Bird Chicks: On a mountain near the Bhagirathi River, there

was a large banyan tree. In its hollow lived an old vulture named Jaradgava. Its claws had fallen
off, and its eyes could not see properly. The other birds on that tree helped it by providing food out

of kindness. Jaradgava ate that food and guarded the birds’ chicks.

Arrival of the Cat: One day, a cat came there to eat the bird chicks. Seeing it, the bird chicks

started chirping with fear. Shocked by the disturbance the vulture screamed, “Who’s there?” The
cat, frightened, thought, “Oh no, I’'m dead!” Slowly, it said, “l am a cat. | have come here to learn

about Dharma. It is not right for elders like you to try to kill a guest like me.”

Moral Lessons: The cat recited moral lessons: “According to the Dharma of a householder,
even an enemy who comes to one’s home should be offered hospitality.&ﬂ'ﬁgﬁﬂﬁlﬁ‘i anfa
"Igﬂ'l"ﬁ | A tree does not stop giving shade even to the one who cuts it. Great souls have an
equal view towards everyone. The moon, which provides moonlight to the entire world, illuminates
even the house of a Chandala (outcaste). A guest should not return disappointed. A disappointed

guest gives his sin to the householder and takes away the householder’s virtue.”

The Cat’s Deceptive Words: Hearing all this, Jaradgava softened a bit and said, “A cat has

a taste for meat. The bird chicks are under my protection. That's why | spoke that way.” Then the
cat deceptively convinced it, “I have listened to the scriptures of Dharma and am observing the
very difficult Chandrayana vow. All the scriptures of Dharma unanimously declare that non-violence
is the greatest Dharma. ?ﬂﬁ?ﬂ 9 &f: Those who do not harm anyone, who tolerate everyone,
and who are a refuge for everyone, reach heaven. Even in death, only the Dharma of friendship
accompanies us in the forest. One can fill this stomach with tubers found in the forest. Who would

commit such a sin for this burning hunger?”3i TeiexwIsYy &: Pl uras Agd

The Vulture Loses its Life: Having thus convinced the vulture, the cat entered the tree

hollow. It slowly began to kill and ate the bird chicks. The birds, having lost their chicks, began to
cry and search. Realizing this, the cat ran away from there. The birds saw the bones of their

chicks in the tree hollow. Believing that this old vulture had eaten their chicks, all the birds

together pecked and killed it. This is why one should not give shelter to strangers.
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¥. Introduction: The lesson ‘Jeernachhatram’ (The Worn-Out Umbrella) is taken from ‘Sriramachandra
Laghukavya Sangraham’. Its author is ‘Sri Pullela Sriramachandrudu’. This lesson summa-

rizes various incidents faced by Vijayasimhudu as he tried to repair a torn
umbrella, which remained as a memento for him.

The torned Umbrella: One day, Vijayasimhudu was thinking, “My umbrella has a thousand
holes. Its spokes are ruined. The umbrella stick is damaged. 3¢ T4 4Us Eﬁﬁ"ﬂﬂ"{ It looks
good only when closed”. This umbrella was a symbol of his parents’ love. That's why he would

take out and set the umbrella once a week.

Courage is Life: Vijayasimhudu’s father's name was Dhanasimhudu. He was very courageous and
fearless. This act of courage was the cause of his death. Vijayasimhudu was only 5 years old when
his father died. Believing that her husband’s courage caused his death, Vijayasimhudu’s mother
made him a timid person. He had no worldly knowledge. He would tremble with irrational fear.

He wouldn’t mix with anyone. No one came forward to offer their daughter for marriage to him.

Umbrella Repair: One day, Vijayasimhudu thought, “What’s the use of this torn umbrella?
fF i3 Fltﬁﬁﬁq I should throw it out”. Then his mother consoled him and told him to
get the umbrella repaired. She gave him one rupee for the umbrella repair and other travel
expenses and sent him to the town. However, no one in the town could repair the umbrella for
one rupee. Having no choice, he put the umbrella in a gunny sack, out of sight, and boarded a

train.

Thieves on the Train: A wealthy old man, along with his daughter, entered that train compartment
and sat down. The daughter was adorned with shining gold. Meanwhile, some thieves arrived
there. They frightened the father and daughter. Frightened by the noise,Vijayasimhudu woke up,
grabbed his umbrella and ran. The thieves, mistaking what he held in his hand for a gun, ran
away. Just then, the umbrella stick got caught in the train’s chain. That was it! The train stopped
suddenly. Officials and police personnel rushed over. They caught the fleeing thieves. They
asked who pulled the chain. The old man said, “This great man pulled the chain and saved our
lives”. Vijayasimhudu wanted to say that the chain was not pulled by his hand, T ¥T 3Tpt<T

but he remained silent.

Courage is Lakshmi: Vijayasimhudu was very happy, receiving praise for the first time in his
life. He realized that only one who acts generously without selfishness becomes worthy of
public admiration. Gradually, he shed his timidity and gained courage. Less than two months

later, the rich man sought out Vijayasimhudu and entrusted him with the management of his

factory. Along with that, he also offered him his daughter to marry.
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