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Meaning: There is no eye equal to knowledge, no penance equal to truth,

no sorrow equal to attachment, no happiness equal to sacrifice.
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Meaning: Youth, wealth, power, and lack of wisdom - each of these is a cause of
misfortune. If all four are together, what more is there to say! They cause even greater

misfortune!
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¥. Introduction: The lesson ‘Hanumadupadesha’ is taken from the 515t canto of ‘Sundarakanda’ of
‘Valmiki Ramayana’. Hanuman is a master of the 'nine grammars' and he possesses all the
skills required of an envoy(messenger). Furthermore, he knows well how to speak with anyone.
The essence of this lesson is Hanuman'’s advice to Ravana, delivered with his eloquent speech,

to return Sita Devi to Sri Rama.

Hanuman in Lanka: Following Sugriva’s command, Hanuman reached Lanka. He found Sita

Devi. He destroyed the Ashoka Vana. He allowed himself to be bound by the Brahmastra. He
entered Ravana’s court and announced that he had come as Sugriva’s envoy. He then began to

convey Sugriva’s message to Ravana as follows

Description of Sri Rama: O Ravana! Sri Rama is the embodiment of Dharma, truthful, intelligent,
righteous, all-capable, and obedient to his father's words. Sri Rama came to the forest with Sita

and Lakshmana. Sita Devi is a great chaste woman. She was abducted in Dandakaranya.

Abduction of Sita is Unsuitable: O Ravanal! You are very intelligent and well-versed in Dharma
and Artha. You have performed severe penances and received great boons. You, the lord of

Lanka, abducted Sita. It is not fitting for someone like you to imprison other women.

Sita, Your Goddess of Death: O Ravana! The Sita Devi whom you think you have imprisoned

is like a five-headed snake. She will bite you and your Lanka. Understand that Sita, who will
destroy all of Lanka, is the goddess of death for you. BTN i fafts wdereama=faFR |

No one in the world can digest poison. Similarly, no one can subjugate Sita Devi.

Hanuman’s Advice: O Ravana! Whoever intends harm to the righteous Sri Rama, sorrow is
inevitable for them, no matter where they are in the three worlds. You cannot escape the fiery
wrath of Rama and Lakshmana. My words are righteous, meaningful, and bring good to all

worlds. Therefore, listen to my words and return Janaki Devi to Sri Rama, who is truly the

Purushottama. ARSART ST Hﬁéﬁﬁﬂ |

Fruit of Karma: O Ravana! Dharma and Adharma never coexist. Practicing Dharma yields

auspicious results. However, the sin resulting from practicing Adharma does not perish. You will

soon experience the consequences of the Adharma you have committed; there is no doubt

about this. HeFTRITARY A TU=R

The Sita Devi you have imprisoned is the goddess of death for you. She is like the knot of death
that you are tying around your own neck. Therefore, O Ravana! Listen to my words, the envoy of

Sri Rama. Come to your senses and return Sita Devi to Sri Ramachandra. This is Hanuman’s

advice to Ravana.
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¥. Introduction: The lesson ‘Raghoh Shauryam’ (Raghu’s Valor) is from the third canto of the
epic poem ‘Raghuvamsha Mahakavyam’. The great poet Kalidasa composed this epic. King
Dilipa crowned his son Raghu as prince. Dilipa had completed 99 Ashwamedha Yagas and
began the hundredth. In that context, a sacrificial horse was let loose, and Indra secretly ab-
ducted it. This lesson’s essence is Raghu, the protector of the Yaga, fighting with Indra and

finally receiving a boon from Indra himself.

The Hundred Ashwamedha Yaga: King Dilipa was ruling the people well with the help of
prince Raghu. That king began the hundredth Ashwamedha Yaga. Indra abducted the sacrificial
horse released by Dilipa. Raghu and the soldiers were astonished when the horse disappeared

as it was.

Indra’s Theft: Raghu was born with the grace of ‘Nandini Dhenuvu’ (cow). Nandini the mother
cow appeared to help him. Raghu wiped his eyes with the cow’s urine. Immediately, things
invisible to others also became visible to Raghu. He saw the sacrificial horse heading towards
the east. The one dragging it had a thousand eyes. His chariot had green horses. From these,

Raghu identified him as Indra.

Raghu’s Roar: Raghu roared, “Oh Devendra! You are the foremost among those who enjoy
the fruits of Yajnas. How can you, then, cause an obstruction to the act of Yajna?
o e e weel¥ | You, being a knower of the Vedas, should not do such things. Hand
over the sacrificial horse to me.” Then Indra said, “What you said is true! | have the title
‘Shatakratuvu’ (one who has performed a hundred sacrifices). If your father completes a hundred

Yagas, | will lose my title and along with it, my fame. Therefore, give up hope on the horse.”

Declaration of War: Raghu, with a smile, asked Indra to prepare for war. His valor was
equal to that of Kumara Swamy. In physical stature, he resembled Shiva. dg: wpaoT fAsfRmsas:|

The arrow shot by Raghu struck Indra’s chest. That was a great insult to Indra, who rules

Swarga. Raghu shot another arrow and broke Indra’s banner. Indra was enraged. The arrow shot

by Indra pierced Raghu’s chest.

Raghu’s Valor: The arrows shot by Raghu spread into the sky, and the arrows shot by Indra

spread onto the earth. A fierce battle ensued. Finally, Indra launched the Vajrayudha (thunderbolt).
Raghu, though struck by its impact, immediately rose again in the next moment. Indra was
pleased to see Raghu’s valor, who did not even care about the Vajrayudha. He asked Raghu to
ask for another boon instead of the sacrificial horse. Raghu asked for the boon that his father
should receive the complete fruit of the Yaga. AT BT JG<™ Dilipa, hearing this

through a messenger, greatly appreciated prince Raghu. Even though he achieved victory in this

way, Raghu was not completely happy as he did not get the sacrificial horse.
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¥. Introduction: The lesson ‘Agnathasya vaso na deyaha ’ is taken from ‘Mitraloham’ in the
Hitopadesha. lts author is ‘Narayana Panditu’. The essence of this lesson is the story of an old
vulture named ‘Jaradgava’ who lost its life by giving shelter to those whose caste and character

were unknown.

The Vulture as Guardian of Bird Chicks: On a mountain near the Bhagirathi River, there

was a large banyan tree. In its hollow lived an old vulture named Jaradgava. Its claws had fallen
off, and its eyes could not see properly. The other birds on that tree helped it by providing food out

of kindness. Jaradgava ate that food and guarded the birds’ chicks.

Arrival of the Cat: One day, a cat came there to eat the bird chicks. Seeing it, the bird chicks

started chirping with fear. Shocked by the disturbance the vulture screamed, “Who’s there?” The
cat, frightened, thought, “Oh no, I’'m dead!” Slowly, it said, “l am a cat. | have come here to learn

about Dharma. It is not right for elders like you to try to kill a guest like me.”

Moral Lessons: The cat recited moral lessons: “According to the Dharma of a householder,
even an enemy who comes to one’s home should be offered hospitality.&l'\"lil‘gﬁ?i iﬁlﬁ"[ anferz
"ETIT'ﬁ | A tree does not stop giving shade even to the one who cuts it. Great souls have an
equal view towards everyone. The moon, which provides moonlight to the entire world, illuminates
even the house of a Chandala (outcaste). A guest should not return disappointed. A disappointed

guest gives his sin to the householder and takes away the householder’s virtue.”

The Cat’s Deceptive Words: Hearing all this, Jaradgava softened a bit and said, “A cat has

a taste for meat. The bird chicks are under my protection. That's why | spoke that way.” Then the
cat deceptively convinced it, “l have listened to the scriptures of Dharma and am observing the
very difficult Chandrayana vow. All the scriptures of Dharma unanimously declare that non-violence
is the greatest Dharma. 311%11‘[ 9 &¥: Those who do not harm anyone, who tolerate everyone,
and who are a refuge for everyone, reach heaven. Even in death, only the Dharma of friendship
accompanies us in the forest. One can fill this stomach with tubers found in the forest. Who would
commit such a sin for this burning hunger?” 31 TSy - gi‘diﬁ L IGG Hgd

The Vulture Loses its Life: Having thus convinced the vulture, the cat entered the tree
hollow. It slowly began to kill and ate the bird chicks. The birds, having lost their chicks, began to
cry and search. Realizing this, the cat ran away from there. The birds saw the bones of their

chicks in the tree hollow. Believing that this old vulture had eaten their chicks, all the birds

together pecked and killed it. This is why one should not give shelter to strangers.
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¥. Introduction: The lesson ‘Shudraka - Veeravarakatha’ is taken from ‘Chaturtha
Vetalakathaprabandham’ . Its author is ‘Jambhala Dattudu’. The essence of this lesson is the
story of Veeravaru, who, wishing for the well - being of King Shudraka, sacrificed himself and his
family, and how the king, recognizing his sacrifice, crowned Veeravaru as the king of Shekhara
country.

Veeravaru’s Entry: King Shudraka, endowed with all royal virtues, was holding court. Just then,
a king's son named Veeravaru came from Dakshinapatha (the southern region) seeking
employment. With the doorkeeper’s permission, he entered the assembly. Shudraka asked him,
“Who are you? Why have you come here?” Veeravaru replied, “l am Veeravaru,a king's son. |
have come with my wife and son. | wish to serve you.”

Bargaining for Salary: The king said, “Tell me what salary you want.” f& Strasi &eled @8
Veeravaru asked for 1500 gold coins per day. In response, the king said, “There are many
virtuous people here. None of them are given such a high salary.” Hearing that, Veeravaru
saluted the king and started to leave. But the king, on the advice of the elders in the assembly,
decided to test him. He called him back and gave him the requested salary. Veeravaru donated
half of his salary to Brahmins. He spent a quarter of it on orphans and the disabled. He used the
rest for supporting his family.

The Wailing of the Kingdom’s Goddess : One night, Shudraka heard a woman weeping. The
sound was coming from the south. Immediately, the king called Veeravaru and told him, “Find
out about that woman’s weeping and inform me.” i fAfeaw 9 saa Veeravaru immediately
set out in that direction. To understand his nature, the king also secretly followed him. Veeravaru
saw the weeping woman and asked, “Mother! Who are you? Why are you weeping?” She replied,
“l am the goddess of Shudraka’s kingdom. That great king will perish tomorrow morning. Where
should | reside then? That is the cause of my sorrow.” Then Veeravaru asked, “Mother, you
should remain eternal. King Shudraka should be immortal. Please tell me a way to make that
happen.” To that, the goddess of the kingdom said, “You must sacrifice your son to Goddess
Katyayani.”

Sacrifice of Life (Pranatyagam): Immediately, Veeravaru went home and told his wife and
children about this. The entire family, united in their desire for the king’s well-being, stood by
their word to be sacrificed. Veeravaru sacrificed his son to the goddess. To overcome that grief,
he cut off his own head. With that sorrow, Veeravaru’s wife and daughter also gave up their
lives. The king, secretly observing all this, understood the virtuous nature of Veeravaru’s family.
He recognized their sacrifice made for his well-being. The king also prepared to cut off his own
head. Immediately, Goddess Katyayani appeared, pleased, and asked him to ask for a boon.
Veeravaru asked for the boon that he and his family should live. @¥a=i \ufRa® Siag

Result of Sacrifice (Tyagaphalitam): Veeravaru, having regained his life, returned to the king’s
service. Then the king asked, “Where did you go? Who was that weeping woman? Tell me that
secret.” Veeravaru replied, “O King! Some woman was weeping, and | sent her away from there.”
Then the king explained Veeravaru’s sacrifice in the assembly. Everyone was astonished by his
virtuousness. With Veeravaru’s courage, the king became a sovereign. The king gave Veeravaru

chariots, elephants, horses, and immense wealth, and made him ‘the King of Shekhara country’.
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